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“ L E T T H E W O R D O F
C H R I S T D W E L L I N Y O U

R I C H LY ”

COLOSSIANS 3:16
1

“LET THE WORD OF CHRIST
DWELL IN YOU RICHLY”

Context:
• “Seek the things that are above …” to “set your mind on the things

that are above …” (Colossians 3:1-2)
• “Put to death, therefore your members which are upon the earth …

put off the old man with his doings” (Colossians 3:5-9)
• “Put on the new man, that is being renewed unto knowledge after the

image of him that created him” (Colossians 3:10)
• Put on: “compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering,

forbearing one another” (Colossians 3:12-13)
• This is followed by the command to forgive one another.

(Colossians 3:13)
• Paul adds the greatest of all virtues, “love,” which holds all others

together, “the bond of perfectness” (Colossians 3:14). 2

Context:
Verses 15 and 16 state an addenda:

(1) The peace of Christ is to “rule” in your hearts;

(2) The word of Christ is to “dwell” in your hearts.

Verse 17 – The summary: “Whatsoever ye do, in word or
in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.”
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“LET THE WORD OF CHRIST
DWELL IN YOU RICHLY”

“Let The Word Of Christ Dwell

In You Richly”

The Gospel Message Itself.
• The “word of God” that is preached (Acts 13:5,7), “the faith”

(Acts 13:8), the doctrine or “teaching of Christ”
(Acts 13:12)

• All that is needed. (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3; Jude 3)
• The God breathed scriptures revealed by the Holy Spirit

(John 16:13) that will make us wise unto salvation
(2 Timothy 2:15)

• It is to be learned, understood and practiced.
(Ephesians 5:17-18)
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“Let The Word Of Christ Dwell In You

Richly”

enoikeo “to inhabit.” (Strong)

• Used of sin. (Romans 7:17)
• Used of the divine presence and blessing. (2 Corinthians 6:16

[cf. 1 Corinthians 3:16])
• Used of the faith. (2Timothy 1:5)
• Used of God's Spirit. (Romans 8:11; 2Timothy 1:14; cf. Ephesians

5:18)
• It is to make one’s home with, to be at home. (cf. 1 Peter 3:7)

It is not like a stranger that continues for only a while or
makes an occasional visit.

• “Thy word have I laid up in my heart, that I might not sin against thee”
(Psalms 119:11).
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“Let The Word Of Christ Dwell In You

Richly”

• It molds our thoughts, feelings, guides our lives; we are
willing to accept is as the fullness and completeness of
all wisdom.

– This is the “spiritual man” of Galatians 6:1; cf. Romans 8:5-6.

• The word of Christ, “living and active” (Hebrews 4:12),
must be an integral and permanent part of who we
are, not just an outward performance or routine
activity.
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“Let The Word Of Christ Dwell In You
Richly”

God’s word must LIVE IN US. (Individually)

• “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that
live, but Christ living in me …” (Galatians 2:20).

• The Philippians were in a “crooked and perverse generation,” they
were to hold “forth the word of life” (Philippians 2:15-16).

• We are, “the light of the world.A city set on a hill cannot be hid …
Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven (Matthew 5:14-16).

– It is by the word of Christ living in us that men see and glorify the
Father.
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“Let The Word Of Christ Dwell In You

Richly”

plousiœs simply means abundantly.
• Translated “exceeding abundantly” in Ephesians 3:20;

“exceedingly” in 1 Thessalonians 3:10; 5:13.

• That is,“let it be completely understood, or let

the soul be fully under its influence. Let it
dwell not with a scanty foothold, but with a large and
liberal occupancy.” (John Eadie, Commentary on the
Epistle to the Colossians, quoted by WaltonWeaver,
Truth Commentaries, page 539)
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HOW Do We …
“Let The Word Of Christ
Dwell In You Richly?”

• Through our own diligence and effort to study. (2 Timothy 2:15;
Acts 17:11; Colossians 1:9)

• We “hunger and thirst after righteousness.” (Matthew 5:6)
• We arm ourselves against false teachers. (2 Peter 3:18)
• We meditate on the word of Christ, day and night.

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers:
But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; and on his law doth he
meditate day and night.” (Psalms 1:1-2; cf. 119:97)

• We must be doers of the word, not just hearers.
(James 1:22-25; cf. Romans 2:13; Matthew 7:24ff) 9

CONCLUSION:

• Is the word of Christ richly dwelling in
you?

• What changes do you need to make?
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